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Greetings! 
 
I cannot believe how quickly time is moving and that we are two months into our time with you 
all.  The past two months have been a blessing for my family in ways we never expected.  Thank 
you for being who you are!   
 
I wanted to share with you that as part of my “dual appointment” there will be times that I will need 
to preach at Grace.  This creates a great opportunity for you all to hear incredible preaching from 
some other voices.  One of those voices is Grace’s own Lore Blinn Gibson, who is the lead pastor 
at Grace and a person I have had the pleasure of hearing preach regularly over the past 5 
years.  On September 10th, Lore will be delivering the message at our worship, and I will be up the 
road at Grace.  I hope you’ll come and listen to a great message delivered by a top-notch 
preacher.  Just don’t like her too much and ask her to stay!   
 
I will do my best to plan these Sundays ahead of time and make sure you all know what’s coming.   
 
I recently had the pleasure of meeting with 3 women who are involved in a few community 
organizations and who heard about Brown St. UMC being willing to offer what they have toward a 
needle exchange program in Lafayette.  I’m still pretty new to the situation, so it was good to be 
brought up to speed on work that the county has been doing and to learn what these women have 
been striving toward.  Two things became very clear in this conversation.   
 
The first is that you all have a reputation...a good one.  The community of love at Brown St. UMC 
seems to be known in some circles as folks who take seriously the call to love their neighbor, and 
I’m so proud to be called your pastor.   
 
The second is that there is a lot of rhetoric floating around about what our neighborhood wants.  It 
seems that everyone thinks they are experts in this area, but I’m not sure anyone has asked “the 
neighborhood”.  In the coming months, I believe it is our call to begin dialogue with our 
neighborhood in hopes that we can understand what our neighbors need and desire for our 
community, and that we can make decisions that will impact our corner of the world in the best 
possible way.  I know that you, as a congregation, have had conversations with the neighborhood 
and this is in no way saying the work that has been done isn’t enough.  Our neighborhood 
changes, however, and we must constantly have open eyes, ears, and hearts to our 
community.  I’ll be offering some concrete ways we can do this in the coming months. 
 
In the meantime, please join me in praying daily that we would be 
neighbors who seek to love and serve, and that Jesus would be 
experienced through us. 
  
Grace and peace,  
Ryan  
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September         
Mission    
Giving	  

Our	  mission	  focus	  for	  the	  month	  of	  
September	  will	  be	  Africa	  University.	  	  Africa	  
University	  is	  a	  private	  university	  supported	  
by	  the	  United	  Methodist	  Church.	  “	  When	  you	  
give,	  you	  equip	  indigenous	  solution-‐finders	  
who	  are	  tackling	  some	  of	  their	  continent’s	  
most	  pressing	  challenges	  with	  wisdom,	  
innovation	  and	  spiritual	  maturity.	  Because	  of	  
your	  generosity,	  The	  United	  Methodist	  
Church	  is	  making	  a	  difference	  in	  Africa.”*	  
Donations	  may	  be	  mailed	  to	  the	  church	  with	  
the	  notation	  “Africa	  University”,	  or	  put	  in	  the	  
mission	  envelopes	  in	  the	  pews	  and	  placed	  in	  
the	  Sunday	  morning	  offering.	  

*(UMCgiving.org)	  	  	  

Don’t	  Forget!	  

The	  Methodist	  Mountain	  Mission	  truck	  will	  be	  
here	  sometime	  between	  September	  18-‐20.	  	  All	  
items	  should	  be	  placed	  in	  boxes	  to	  make	  
loading	  the	  truck	  easier,	  and	  placed	  on	  the	  
back	  porch	  of	  the	  annex	  by	  Sunday,	  September	  
17.	  	  If	  you	  need	  boxes,	  let	  us	  know	  and	  we	  will	  
help	  you	  get	  them.	  

On	  Sunday,	  October	  29,	  from	  4-‐6pm	  we	  will	  
hold	  our	  fourth	  annual	  “Holy	  Halloween”,	  a	  
trick	  or	  treating	  event	  for	  the	  children	  of	  our	  
neighborhood.	  	  We	  have	  a	  new	  addition	  to	  
the	  event	  this	  year.	  	  The	  Grace	  United	  
Methodist	  Church	  youth	  group	  is	  joining	  us	  
and	  we	  look	  forward	  to	  seeing	  what	  kind	  of	  
spooky	  activities	  they	  have	  planned.	  	  We’ll	  
need	  lots	  of	  volunteers	  to	  help	  with	  this	  
event	  so	  be	  sure	  to	  attend	  our	  planning	  
meeting	  on	  Tuesday,	  September	  26	  at	  
7:00pm	  in	  Fellowship	  Hall.	  	  It’s	  always	  a	  
fun	  day	  so	  we	  know	  you’ll	  want	  to	  be	  a	  part	  
of	  it.	  	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  please	  
contact	  Imogene	  Robinson,	  our	  coordinator	  
for	  this	  event.	  

	  

SHARE GARDEN NEWS 

Gardening	  season	  is	  winding	  down,	  but	  there	  is	  
still	  work	  to	  do.	  	  It’s	  been	  a	  challenging	  year.	  	  Hot	  
in	  May,	  chilly	  in	  June	  and	  August.	  	  The	  squash	  bugs	  
wiped	  out	  our	  zucchini,	  yellow	  squash	  and	  
pumpkins,	  and	  a	  fungus	  got	  our	  cucumbers.	  	  But	  
lots	  of	  neighbors	  have	  stopped	  by	  and	  are	  still	  
finding	  things	  to	  pick.	  	  The	  weeds	  are	  flourishing.	  	  
So	  we	  could	  use	  your	  help	  in	  that	  area.	  	  Also,	  as	  the	  
fall	  frosts	  arrive	  we	  will	  need	  help	  clearing	  off	  the	  
beds.	  	  Stop	  by	  anytime	  and	  lend	  a	  hand,	  or	  call	  the	  
church	  office	  to	  see	  what	  needs	  to	  be	  done.	  

*If	  you	  are	  experiencing	  a	  bumper	  crop	  in	  your	  
home	  garden,	  we	  would	  happily	  accept	  your	  
extras.	  	  Just	  leave	  them	  on	  one	  of	  the	  picnic	  tables.	  
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SEPTEMBER	  USHERS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  3	   	   Steve	  Albertson	  
September	  10	  	   Roger	  McClannen	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  17	  	   Dick	  Leill	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  24	  	  	  	  	   Bill	  Adkins	  &	  Jim	  Eberle	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
SEPTEMBER	  NURSERY	  WORKERS	  
September	  3	   	   Monie	  Krueger	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  10	  	  	   Sandy	  Leill	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  17	  	  	  	  	   Phyllis	  Dale	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  24	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Nancy	  Eberle	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

Birthdays &           
Anniversaries 
BIRTHDAYS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	   Steve	  Simms	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	   Elizabeth	  Phelps	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
9	   Julie	  Clugh	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
25	   Roz	  Rupp	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
26	   Ethan	  Anderson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
27	   Beau	  Baumis	  

ANNIVERSARIES	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
5	   Bill	  &	  Imogene	  Robinson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
12	   Jack	  &	  Joyce	  Hertel	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
18	   Ed	  &	  Katie	  Anderson	  

	  

Tom	  and	  I	  would	  like	  

to	  thank	  Brown	  Street	  

for	  allowing	  us	  to	  

have	  our	  50th	  

Anniversary	  and	  my	  70th	  birthday	  celebration	  in	  

your	  facility.	  	  Our	  children	  did	  a	  fabulous	  job	  with	  

the	  decorations.	  	  It	  was	  beautiful.	  	  Our	  daughter	  

Emily,	  from	  Melbourne	  Florida,	  organized	  it	  and	  

with	  a	  lot	  of	  help	  from	  family	  members	  was	  able	  to	  

pull	  it	  off.	  	  Thank	  you	  to	  the	  ones	  who	  attended	  and	  

thank	  you	  for	  all	  of	  the	  beautiful	  cards.	  	  The	  Brown	  

Street	  family	  is	  awesome	  and	  we	  love	  you	  all.	  

	   	   	   Tom	  &	  Lenore	  Ferguson	  

Thank	  you	  so	  much	  for	  allowing	  us	  to	  have	  Tom	  

and	  Lenore’s	  50th	  Anniversary	  Party.	  	  The	  day	  

was	  beautiful	  and	  we’re	  thankful	  to	  have	  it	  at	  the	  

church.	   	   	   	   	   	  

	   	   	   	   Thank	  you	  again,	  	  

	   	   	   	   Emily	  Ferguson	  

Thank	  you	  to	  Roz	  and	  Lyle	  Rupp	  for	  hosting	  the	  

church	  cookout	  at	  their	  home	  on	  Saturday,	  

August	  12.	  	  The	  weather	  was	  beautiful	  and	  the	  

food	  was	  delicious.	  	  All	  who	  attended	  enjoyed	  a	  

good	  afternoon	  of	  fellowship.	  

Thank	  you	  to	  all	  those	  

who	  helped	  during	  our	  

Family	  Promise	  host	  week	  

in	  August.	  Our	  next	  host	  week	  

will	  be	  November	  5-‐12.	  



 Our church community is praying for: 

Our Bishop, Julius Trimble                                                           
Our District Superintendent, Christine 
Newman-Jacobs                                                                      
Brown Street UMC - Strength in Community                                        
For our friends in our local neighborhood and 
extended community                                                
All of those impacted by Hurricane Harvey 

Some of life's experiences demand extra 
prayer, care, compassion and attention. For 
those named below who are experiencing a 
particular hardship at this time, we pray for 
God's love, mercy and grace to sustain them 
and carry them to higher ground.  

Joyce	  Hertel	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Chuck	  Dawson	  (Becky	  Holst	  and	  Lenore	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Ferguson’s	  brother)	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Belva	  Pritchett	  

May all those named below know of God's 
presence to be made known in compassionate care, 
healing and strength for what continues to 
challenge them. May they be strengthened by hope 
and by our love.  

Cindy Brazzel                                                                     
Ed Brettnacher  (Tom Ferguson’s friend)                                                                          
Cherrie Butz                                                                      
Mary	  Lou	  Chambers	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	                                                                    
Leroy & Esther Cheesman (Steve Albertson’s parents) 
Lillian Connelly                                                                        
Judy Culp                                                                          
Marsha Davis (Kay Hardesty’s niece)                                                               
Joni Davis (Kay Hardesty’s niece)                                                    
Helen DeHaai                                                                   
Kay Hardesty                                                                                
Tiffany Hardesty and family                                                  
Hertel Family                                                                  
Joyce	  Hertel                                                                     
Bob & Artie Johnson (Vickie Hardesty’s parents)                    
Roy Johnson (Vickie Hardesty’s uncle)                                                    
Gilberta King                                                                        
Phyllis LaFon                                                                 
Mary Bell Lawler (Kay Hardesty’s friend)                                
Arlyn Leap                                                                                     
June Leap                                                                          
Bob Nault (Sally Bowman’s son)                                                                                                               
Carol Rechkemmer                                                         
Nesta Reseigh                                                                           
Jane Schwartz                                                                           
Jean Sheldon (Phyllis Bryant’s sister)                                                                                                                                                     
Stephanie Simms                                                                     
Roxie Smith (Kay Hardesty’s aunt)                                                          
Mary Troxel                                                                     
Jean Sheldon (Phyllis Bryant’s sister)                            
Alice Walton (Cindy Brazzel’s mother)                                     

Prayer from Bishop Jones 
Date Posted: 8/27/2017                                                                                                                                          
Prayer During Hurricane Harvey 
From Bishop Scott Jones 
Texas Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church 

Oh God, we need your help. We need the rain to end, the floodwaters to recede, the damaging winds to stop. 
We need fortitude to cope with this disaster. We need love to share with our neighbors. We need strength to 
endure. Lord, we know that storms come in our world, and we are asking for your help in getting through it, 
repairing the damage and rebuilding our lives. We pray for ourselves, our friends and all those affected by 
Hurricane Harvey and its aftermath. Give us the willingness and strength to be your agents in responding to 
this disaster. 

Amen 
Bishop Scott Jones 



Today I've joined ministry colleagues and other faith leaders in Washington, D.C. 
to march with ministers branching from an array of denominations to seek justice 
for all God’s people.  
Our reason for marching is partly due to our current and constant struggle as a 
nation to achieve equality for all people across our nation. Recent actions by our 
government have instilled fear and a loss of hope as decisions have seemingly 
turned back progress made to insure the rights of all voters, police and community 
relations, the end of racial profiling, and the welcoming of immigrants.  
To be clear, President Trump, Attorney General Jeff Sessions, or the current 
administration are not the sole reasons we march today.  
The Ministers March for Justice is about the future we hope to shape for 
generations to come.  
As my friend reminded me, when we were children watching with hopeful eyes as 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in resounding confidence, delivered the I Have a Dream 
speech; We march in the name of civility, dignity, and love.  
We march so that the vision of a beloved community where the ‘common good’ 
and respect for all God's children and creation is not sacrificed on the altar of 
idolatrous nationalism and fear pandering. 
We march in the names of those who stood in the face of injustice and endured 
extensive slander, abuse, degradation, oppression, and mustered the strength to 
stand taller and remained devout in their prayers and resilient in their hope for a 
brighter future. 
As a United Methodist, I march because I believe we need to “work toward 
societies in which each person’s value is recognized, maintained, and 
strengthened,” as mentioned in our Social Principles.  
I march because together, we are more.  
 
Be encouraged                                                                                                      
Bishop Julius C. Trimble 

Bishop Julius C. Trimble with Susan Henry-Crowe,the general 
secretary of the General Board of Church and Society, and Bishop 
Marcus Matthews, the current Executive Secretary of the Council of 
Bishops  

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

    and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

    and to walk humbly with your God? 

    Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 
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Hurricane Harvey has been described, as “one of the largest disasters America has ever faced,” by 
Texas Governor Greg Abbott, indicating a prolonged recovery process. The Category 4 Hurricane, which 
made initial landfall in Rockport, Texas on Friday, August 25, has caused at least 30 deaths, injured 
many, and has forced thousands of residents from their homes.  

The hurricane has now taken the form of a tropical storm, resulting in aggressive rainfall surpassing 50 
inches over the next several days in parts of Texas and now Louisiana. Heavy rains and flooding are 
expected to last through Friday, with significant damages mainly deriving from the flooding. 

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has been working intently throughout the past 
several days to effectively respond to the needs of those impacted my Tropical Storm Harvey, by issuing 
recovery grants to the Texas and Rio Texas Annual Conferences, as well as delivering cleaning kits to 
be distributed to those deprived of basic essentials.  

UMCOR has organized a list of five things United Methodists and anyone else who may feel called to 
provide assistance, through monetary donation, organizing relief kits, or through raising those impacted 
by Tropical Storm Harvey in prayer. The downloadable list, and a bulletin insert, can be found 
here: UMCOR responds to Harvey 

If you wish to provide assistance to those affected by Tropical Storm Harvey, you can give in three ways: 

1. Monetary donations are preferred right now, as monies are needed to help mobilize short and 
long-term recovery efforts, and provide aid for families that have been displaced or are 
incapacitated. (mail to Advance GCFA, PO Box 9068, NY, NY 10087-9068, Advance 901670 

2. With the help your church or community, you can help supply hygiene kits and cleaning 
buckets (Being collected at Christ UMC, 3610 S 18th Street, Lafayette).  

3. UMCOR trained Early Response Teams are being invited to lend their efforts to help those 
who are experiencing immediate needs. Personnel must be trained and certified in early 
response procedures. Please see below for ways in which you may be able to assist.  

For details go to UMCOR.org or contact Allison Curts, Associate Director of Missions and Justice 
Ministries, at Allison.Curtis@inumc.org or (812)236-1092. 

Original photo courtesy of the Rev. Andrew Wolfe, associate pastor at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church in Houston. 



	  

905	  Brown	  Street	  	  
Lafayette,	  Indiana	  47904	  

You made me so happy, God.  
I saw your work and I 
shouted for Joy. 

   Psalm 92:4                               
   The Message 


