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What does it mean to be a member of the church? 
 
As I write this, I’ve just finished writing out the schedule for our Community Youth Confirmation 
class; what they’ll learn and when.  There are many things we want to teach these kids, because 
when students go through the process of Confirmation they become members of the church. Of 
course we want them to know what it means to be a member of the church!   
 
One of the things that we are being very clear about though, is the difference between being a 
member of the church, as if it were a club to join, versus being a disciple of Jesus who participates 
in the life of a local congregation.  
 
I wish we didn’t have to make sure that there we were clear about the difference, but I think maybe 
we do.  See, sometimes when you speak to “church folk” there can be a mentality that if you’re a 
“member” of the church that means you get special privileges, your preferences met, and a discount 
on using the building for a wedding.  Can you imagine?!   
 
We want to make sure that our young Confirmands know that when you’re a member of a local 
congregation, you’re agreeing to be a disciple of Jesus who joins the work of that congregation in 
the world.  We want them to know that when they become a member who is a disciple of Jesus, 
there is action!  
 
We actually ask them to say they accept the freedom and power God gives them to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression in whatever form it presents itself!   
To faithfully participate in its ministries by their prayers, their presence, their gifts, their 
service, and their witness! 
 
Yes, we want them to know that when they become a member of the church they’re agreeing to join 
a tradition that has its eyes set on the transformation of the world.   
 
So what about you?  Are you a member of a local congregation?  What does it mean for you to be a 
member in the church?  Is there a distinction between being a member in a church versus being a 
disciple of Jesus?   
 
May we each strive to be disciples who have partnered with the local church, and may we see that 
we get to model that for our Confirmands.  It is our responsibility as members. 
 
Grace and peace,  
 
Ryan  
 



	  

Share Garden          
news! 

Our mission focus for the month of 
September will be Boots of Hope.  This is a 
new program started by Home with Hope to 
provide their clients with the necessary 
footwear for employment opportunities.  
They are accepting new, used, or no longer 
needed steel-toed or non-slip boots or 
shoes, or you many make a cash donation 
toward the purchase of boots and shoes.  
Getting back into the work force without the 
proper footwear is very difficult and we can 
help. The folks from Home with Hope have 
been invaluable to us in working in the share 
gardens this summer.  This is a wonderful 
way for us to give back to them.  Donations 
may be placed in the mission offering 
envelopes found in each pew or marked and 
mailed to the church office. 

Boots of 
Hope	   Don’t forget!  The Methodist Mountain Mission 

truck will be coming to Brown Street UMC 
sometime between September 9-11.  Items 
should be boxed and brought to church on 
Sunday mornings or to the office on Tuesdays 
or Thursdays between 9:00am and noon.  
The last day to bring items will be Sunday, 
September 8.  Please box your items to make 
it easier to pack the truck. 

FOOD	  PANTRY	  	  	  
September is Brown Street UMC’s month to 
donate food and cash gifts to purchase food 
for the Food Pantry. While cash gifts are 
preferred, if you would like to bring food items 
Nancy Eberle, our Food Pantry coordinator, 
suggests that you bring boxes of cereal as 
this is an 
item they 
are often 
short of – 
especially 
nutritional, 
kid friendly 

Our tomatoes are starting to ripen and our 
second crop of kohlrabi will soon be 
ready.  Our third round of radishes are coming 
up along with the second planting of lettuce 
and carrots.  In October we will be putting our 
beds to rest for the winter and making some 
needed repairs.  Please watch the October 
newsletter for more information.  Below is a 
letter Grow Local received through our 
Facebook page.  The time and money we put 
into our gardens does make a difference in 
people's life's.  Check out Grow Local's 
Facebook page to see theses cuties. 

"Hi!	  I	  just	  wanted	  to	  shoot	  you	  a	  message	  to	  
say	  thank	  you	  to	  all	  the	  people	  involved	  with	  
these	  gardens.	  Finances	  have	  been	  a	  little	  tight	  
this	  summer	  but	  thanks	  to	  the	  gardens	  (I	  live	  a	  
ten	  minute	  walk	  from	  Bethany)	  my	  kids	  have	  
been	  able	  to	  get	  a	  ton	  of	  delicious	  fresh	  
veggies.	  We	  have	  eaten	  roasted	  cabbage	  and	  
Kohlrabi	  at	  least	  once	  a	  week,	  so	  many	  kale	  
salads,	  a	  ton	  of	  cucumbers,	  and	  have	  recently	  
been	  able	  to	  enjoy	  some	  of	  the	  tomatoes	  as	  
well.	  They	  are	  4	  and	  2	  and	  I	  am	  loving	  being	  
able	  to	  give	  them	  all	  these	  fresh	  veggies	  that	  
they	  love.	  I	  hope	  when	  they	  are	  a	  little	  bit	  
older	  we	  can	  do	  more	  to	  support	  this	  
awesome	  organization."	  



	  

Food, 
Fellowship  

and Fun 

Our love and sympathy to 

Imogene Robinson and her 

family on the death of her sister 

Betty Roberts who died on 

August 14. 2019.  Our thoughts 

and prayers are with all of you. 

We’re working towards 
being better stewards of 
God’s world by stepping 
up our recycling.  Blue 
recycling wastebaskets 
have been placed at the 
chapel door and in the 
narthex (front door 
entryway).  You can help 

us by disposing of your bulletins, other paper, and 
water bottles there after the service on Sundays.  
If you have anything else recyclable, there is a 
blue recycling bin in the kitchen downstairs.  If you 
need help getting it downstairs, just look for a 
friendly face.  Someone will be happy to help you.  
Thank you Kay Hardesty making this suggestion. 

Our September dinner will be on Thursday 

the 12th at Pepe's at 5:30PM.  RSVPs are 

need no later than Sunday September 

8th.  Contact Sandy Leill with any questions 

or to RSVP, 765-447-3130 

or slleill@hotmail.com. 

We will be ordering 
collection envelopes for 
2020 soon.  If you do not 
currently have envelopes 
and would like them, please 
let Imogene Robinson or 
Sandy Leill know.  If you 
have envelopes, it is helpful 

to our financial secretary’s record keeping if 
you use them.   Your giving is kept strictly 
confidential.  Only our financial secretary will 
know. 

Planning 
Ahead 

•  The date for our annual Holy Halloween 
has been set.  It will take place on Sunday, 
October 27, time to be determined.  It’s 
always a fun day for everyone, so start 
planning your costumes and decorations 
now. 

•  On Sunday, November 24, (time to be 
determined) we will hold our third annual 
Community Thanksgiving Meal. As the time 
approaches, watch your bulletins and 
newsletters to find out how you can be 
involved. 

My family and I want to thank everyone 
for their prayers, words of care and 
sympathy and cards at the passing of 
my sister Betty.                                  
   Thank you,               
   Imogene 



Our church community is praying for: 

Our Bishop, Julius Trimble                                           
Our District Superintendent, Lore Blinn Gibson                                                                            
Brown Street UMC - Strength in Community                                        
For our friends in our local neighborhood and 
extended community                                                 

Some of life's experiences demand extra 
prayer, care, compassion and attention. For 
those named below who are experiencing a 
particular hardship at this time, we pray for 
God's love, mercy and grace to sustain them 
and carry them to higher ground.  

Carol Rechkemmer          Cherrie Butz                                      
Josh Folk  

May all those named below know of God's 
presence to be made known in compassionate care, 
healing and strength for what continues to 
challenge them. May they be strengthened by hope 
and by our love.  

Leroy & Esther Cheesman (Steve Albertson’s parents)   
Judy Culp                                                                          
Marsha Davis (Kay Hardesty’s niece)                                                               
Joni Davis (Kay Hardesty’s niece)                                          
Kay Hardesty                                                                                
Tiffany Hardesty and family                                                  
Joyce Hertel                                                                  
Becky Holst	                                                                    
Artie Johnson (Vickie Hardesty’s mother)                    
Roy Johnson (Vickie Hardesty’s uncle)                                                    
Gilberta King                                                                        
Phyllis LaFon                                                                 
Mary Bell Lawler (Kay Hardesty’s friend)                                
Arlyn Leap                                                                             
Bob Nault (Sally Bowman’s son)                                                                                                               
Carol Rechkemmer                                                         
Nesta Reseigh 	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Stephanie Simms                                                                     
Roxie Smith (Kay Hardesty’s aunt)                                                          
Mary Troxel                                                                    
Alice Walton (Cindy Brazzel’s mother)                                    

   

SEPTEMBER	  USHERS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  1	  	   	  	  Don	  Baumis	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  8	   	  	  Steve	  Albertson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  15	  	  Roger	  McClannen	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  22	  	  	  Dick	  Leill	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  29	  	  	  Bill	  Adkins	  &	  Jim	  Eberle	  	  

SEPTEMBER	  NURSERY	  WORKERS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  1	   	  	  Kathy	  McClannen	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  8	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  15	  	  	  Sandy	  Leill	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  22	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
September	  29	  	  Nancy	  Eberle	  

BIRTHDAYS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	   Steve	  Simms	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	   Elizabeth	  Phelps	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
9	   Julie	  Clugh	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
25	   Roz	  Rupp	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
26	   Ethan	  Anderson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
26	   Artie	  Johnson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
27	   Beau	  Baumis	  

ANNIVERSARIES	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
5	   Bill	  &	  Imogene	  Robinson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
12	   Jack	  &	  Joyce	  Hertel	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
18	   Ed	  &	  Katie	  Anderson	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
24	   Dan	  &	  Ellen	  McClannen	  

5	  

Birthdays and 
Anniversaries 



W
orship	  Schedule:	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

9:00am
	  Brow

n	  Street	  Sunday	  School	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
10:30am

	  Brow
n	  Street	  W

orship	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Every	  Tuesday	  6:30pm

	  Study,	  
Com

m
union	  &

	  W
orship	  
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7:30pm
	  AA	  M

eeting	  

7:30pm
	  AA	  M

eeting	  

7:30pm
	  AA	  M

eeting	  

7:30pm
	  AA	  M

eeting	  

7:30pm
	  AA	  	  M

eeting	  

7:30pm
	  AA	  M

eeting	  

6:30pm
	  Ad	  Bd	  M

tg	  

7:30pm
	  AA	  M

eeting	   S
E

P
T

E
M

B
E

R
 2019 

7:30pm
	  AA	  M

eeting	  

29
30

Coffee	  &
	  

Fellow
ship	  

5:30	  The	  167	  
Youth	  Group	  
M
tg	  

M
ethodist	  M

t	  
M
ission	  pick-‐up	  

	  

5:30	  FFF	  at	  Pepe’s	  



	  

905	  Brown	  Street	  	  
Lafayette,	  Indiana	  47904	  

Try to feel the need for prayer often 
during the day, and take the trouble 
to pray. Prayer makes the heart large 
enough until it can contain God’s gift 
of himself. Ask and seek, and your 
heart will grow big enough to receive 
him, and keep him as your own. 
          Mother Teresa 


